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Manmade MTB Trails 

• The Need 

• The type 

• Funding 

• Planning requirements 

• Insurance 

• Maintenance 

• Long term planning 

Types of trail 

 

CAD DRAWINGS 

ARTIST IMPRESSION 
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Maintenance 
Building Trails 

• Layout 

• Guidelines 

• Construction 

Costs 

ASDUG v Surfaced 

F.B.C. v Ditched 

Machine v Hand dug 

• Stages of Build 

• Signing-off 

 

 

Trail Layout. 

Parking Café/info 

Sustainable Trails 

• IMBA guidelines 

 

 

Trail Cross Section 



25/04/2014 

3 

Fall-line Trail 

Sustainable Trails 

 

 

 

• Construction 

 

ITEM DESCRIPTION QUANTITY UNIT RATE AMOUNT 

 

1. 

 

Excavate F.B.C to mineral base, width 1.2m.  

 

230 

 

m 

 

3.50 

 

805.00 

 

2. 

 

On F.B.C construct formation 0.9m wide with 

as-raised mineral based material to a depth of no 

less than 150mm compacted.  

 

230 

 

m 

 

5.00 

 

1150.00 

 

3*. 

 

Construct trail 0.75m wide on FBC using 75mm 

Type 1, compact to refusal.  

 

190 

 

m 

 

5.00 

 

950.00 

 

4*. 

 

Construct rock features on trail formation as per 

specification in 8. page 12 & 14.  

 

40 

 

m 

 

50.00 

 

2000.00 

 

4. 

 

Re-instate trail margins. 

 

230 

 

m 

 

1.50 

 

345.00 

 

  TOTAL THIS SECTION 

 

       5250.00 

     £22.82 / m 
* 25 tons Type 1 
* 30 tons rock 

Trail Costs 
ASDUG or Surfaced 

ASDUG Surfaced 

Full Bench or Ditched?  

 Full Bench 
 

 Ditched 

Unsuccessful Full Bench Cut 
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Machine or Hand 

Happy, smiley volunteers – Nightmare! 

Flagging the Route 

 

Flagging the route 

Felling the Corridor   
Roughing out Trail 
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Bringing in Materials Dumper to Powerbarrow 

Avoid This! 

Shaping materials by hand – still necessary! 

Shape up and compact Compact – heavier the better. 



25/04/2014 

6 

Finished Trail, 

singletrack – Rock 

Armoured 

Contour Trail With Grade Reversals 

Raised Bench Sustainable Trails 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t Build in the WINTER! 


